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Portuguese explorers first landed in Brazll in 1500. They
quickly mode it o colony, They developed an economy
based on sugar plantations and gold mines, To work in
both places, the Portuguese imported slaves from Africa.
By the 1800s, the descendants of those slaves hod come 1o
think of themselves os Brazilions. Yet Brozil was still o
colony of Portugal. In the early 1800s, o series of events
occurred. In the end, they led to Brozil gaining its
independence.
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